The effects of clinical data on radiological diagnostic performance in middle-face trauma.
To determine the effect of clinical information on the radiological diagnostic performance in middle-face injury, the medical records and radiographs of 618 patients with middle-face injury were reviewed. The information value of clinical data given in each x-ray requisition was evaluated. The radiological diagnoses were compared with the final clinical diagnoses both retrospectively and prospectively (with and without clinical data). Knowledge of clinical data with statistical significance changed the reader's decision threshold towards improved sensitivity but poorer specificity. Clinical data did not improve the radiologists' performance. Clinical data may be helpful in diagnostic tasks rather by increasing the sensitivity than the specificity.